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Niger's coup leaders say they will prosecute deposed
President Mohamed Bazoum for 'high freason'

NIAMEY, AUG pd4--sNigor's
wniat ks soldlers =aid they will
proseenie  deposed  Prosidenc
Mrhamed Bazrom for "highimoson”
mayd nder miinlo suole socu ity b
AN anmouncenien | Hours after the
janta =aid thoy wore apen fo
dialcnee with West Alvican natlens
1o rosnlve the mannting reglonal
eriain, I found guilte Bazou m eould
Face the death penalty, soosd ng o
Migue's enal code

Spokesman Col Maj Anmclon
Abdramans 244 ua state televislon
Sonday night 1hat the milkeacy
resmine hisd “ganliered Ui mecossary
ovidesier o prosecute before
cuynjae tend naclanal amil
intermn icnal author |Lies thiousted
prosbdont and his local ond fovelgn
aceemplices for high teahen and
for vpsclerm lidng the inrevnal and
extarnal si=tu ity of Miger®.

Thir anapueement s tigzh-
ranking West Alrican peliticians
Aand *thelr lnternational meniors”
hnee meade False allegations snd
atlemplead te derail a peacetul
solutiun te the citlaly Ly order to
stify a militaey interyvention. Te
=a1d Bazoum was being charged
Tollowing e ovehaimys with these
poople, The statement did net
Idennt iy ypocilic Western cointrios
aind did npt specify a daks for the
trial. Wi zaum Wigers
demoeratically olected presbdene,
was cusded by mnilers of his
presidantial guard on July 26 and
T <inee boen nnder lon s aieat
with his wife and snh dn the
presldontial cempound In the
il Niames

People close to the prosiden ps

will @s those in his ruling puy oy
ihe fanily's electrleliy aml water
T beeny eut off aod they'ie
ranning out of fand. The junta
dizxmissed those voports Supdiy
flght and accuned Wesy Afrienn
palitieians and  inlernstional

partners of  fuelline n
dzinformation  campalgn 0
diseredit the junin

Internadional pressure  is

growing on e junla 1o release gl
reinstate Raxounm. homedinely
afer the coup, the West African
reginnal bloe ECOWAS gave tam
yorg e sevem days 1o vetorm hilin
power and thesiltened malitary
loree i it did mat hagpen, Do tha
duadiine came Al went with rie
actinn from elther side, Last woek
ECOWAS erderad (e doployment
of a “standbw” ferce. hut it's ol
uncleur when or if B would enler
The countiy

The Afrtuan Union Peace and
Seeurily Coiiiiedl (8 meellsg on
Monday sod lienss Riger=orksls
anad could svarrule the deci=on if
i fele theot wider peace and secimily
ot goitinent wos thsatensd Ly
an Pvler vention. But as tlme drags
on there's grow bng undcar balney aisl
miped miesgames ane mouiting, Cm
Sumday  cvening  before  (he
military adccused Dazoum of
Ireason, @ minher of the junta’s
cammunicatlon team taorlil
jossriialists thiat the reiime Jil
approved wilks wilh BCOWAS,
whileh wonkd take plioe i He
eoming duys. That aump dax, &
il ican beam of lelam i echiolars
from nnighbauring Nlgerka who
had met with the junca en the

weekend, sad the regine wis upen
o bl with BCORWAS,

Previois nitommnts by ECOWAS
i wpeak with the jumta have
lotpdered, with 118 delegatlouns
being barred from antiring (e
conmiry The neiwfound openness i
tallks conld b+ a redult of ECIRTASR
pressure,  includlng  severe
eciabem e omd travel sanetlons that
dre alPendy laking a 1ol on the
imguaverished roumiry's some 25
million peaple, b o daesn’| niean
eyl g anywhere, say Sahel
FrEpert: Lel’s sew what these
reputiations aotually look like,
broauss I'E ale by the junia's
heemelid te b 4l least catertain
talks. Thot dosn't mean fhse ]l be
serlone Al them.” £aid Anelices
Bornard, & fermer S Stnte
Dupartment cietal wlan apae ilized
i Alrican alfabes and by riow
director af Sstopic Stabillzation
Agvreors, 8 rlsk advisvry group ol
while talk nf dialopie erstes, 1o
tlip=s military mchi] | 2ot jon

In 3 memn from Senegals
s UriLY Sopces duled AUE 11, =rin
by The Assoemied freag, it ordered
the “regronpaent” from bases in
Lo=pit] on Monday s part of ils
cantrilnlien o the ECOWAS
unkssinn |0 Niger Dwasuoncear wha
exactly was rdered ta oy, or
where M was going. In the weglis
simee Lhe cougy, the junia s
pnirenched  (Gell in power,
appointing a paw government and
Toverasiong a Froneh scnciment
apalnst s fanger o lonial ruler o
shara up support amang thi
papulotion, creaging A lense
el lesnimoent for lnﬂli. whi npase

the Junta as well as
Freigners and Janraalists,
Ia a statement Supday. the
hoard of directers for the Friss
Honse, an [nd epiendent Nigerion
argamizatien  thid  protects
lournalists, sanl  lecal  amd
mariotional media weie bong
thirealened. and ntimbdated by
Nigerien selivists whino support the
e ond it was deeply dancorned
ahout the “very diffiealt olimare
they were aperating o Since 1he
crup, jihad] Vislenoe is alsorising,
Wizer aan sepn by Western natinns
¢ onc of rhe last domocritic
colnlriws lm the Sahal reglan it
cauld partuce with to bear back
e ow Ing jiteadi viglened Digked leal-
Qadda and the [Flainie Slale sooip.
Framee and the Lnited Stones
anl other Bnaegsean crantrics have
puiitetl hindreds of millions of
dallars into propping up Niger's
iiilitary §inee the coop, Framnee and
the Ungied Seates have sunpended
nuilits ey oyt berbis, O Sumday;,
Wigerien security forces were
Auitrislaed b fghters believed 1o
e welth The Eslamic State groug wha
attacked them on a doren
mateirevelex, ameaed lag b surity
repart far aid grougs sech by AR
This combimed with another
atraei baxr wiek elalmied by the al-
ek Diinkevel o kemwn as 1M1,
sipnily a new s of the conflie
where grolps are reing lo

many

cnpnalidars poswee id (s lurgely o
coppenuence of the auspended
il %iery operations, §:11d Wasslm
Nagy, & Journalist and senjor
research fullow ot the Soufan '
Centie, it Thi Aswebibed Press. AT

Russia's currency hits the lowest level
since beginning of the war in Ukraine

LONTIOR, AUG 14/--5The
Ruszian bl hae reachad
itz lowpst vility since the
early wieki of the war i
Ukraime as  Westoon
wilpctions weigh an sty
exports  amd  Wedkain
dymand for fue watbenal
LUl ney.

{in Monday, [3[TH
Russian currincy passerd
1el vahles 10 the dollac
continuing 3 muore than
5% degline In its value
pluee the boginniie of the
yéai and Ritting the lowest
level in almesst 17 mami he

Prosident  Y1adimir
Putit's econm le udylaac
Muksim  Oreshkin, wn
Monday blared the wisik
ruble un Sleose monctary
polley” In an op-sd foi
stote news agency Tase

He saidd o strong ruble
i% in the Interest of the
T s coanuiny and 1that

fn weak currency
"ramplicates  coonomic
restrueiuring misdl

negatively affects poaplics
real incaimes”.

Oroshkin wabd Musary's
bl Pank has “all the

tuals  pecegsaly” 13
slall¥ise: thi @it bon sl
aair hi expocted

i lisa len shortly

At 4 press confErince
Friday, central  Lank
depuly  directnr AleXol
dabatkin said the bank 1s
adheringe to a (sating
exchange rafe beeaunse "n
allows tha cedliiny e
offectively adim e
changlog cxternal
s ilions"

Davas  esrlier, the
¢antral bank wad 1 would
stop buving  forelgn
curreney un the domestie
marke! Uil the end of
the year 1011y tw prop up
the ruble 2 redues
volatilite Russin tvpleally
sells farmign curriney le
colnter any sharifall in
vevenue  from o3l mind
nalral gas exparls and
havg crrency iCif bt o
s,

In Jamuary, ke ruble
traded at abuut GB 1o the
dollar but lost about g
third of its valur in
sillissguent manths.

Alver Weztoprn

radinirics lmpused
sanetiuns  after  the
invaslon of Ukrafne in
Falrmity 2042, the rulils
plunged 2o low as 130 10
the dallar, but e coniral
bank emacied capltal
controls that steldliscl its
wilue. By lasgt suminer, i
was in fhe 350 range 19
thie duliow,

Zabnlkin =aid Fridoay

{13 inlerustinual
sancttony had fut off 0
significant  amoeund  of
Imports 1] Russiz,

coniributing o the fublc’s
fall. but he dismissed
apecnlation that caplial
Mgt frvnn Russia also was
I& blane, saying the liles
was ot sulstantiated®,

The eemral  bank
enacied o big Inerease of
1% to ks ey lsterest rate
last month,  saving
infation s oxpected bo
Lewp rising and the fall in
the rublde 1x adding o the
plskh, Zabothkin indicsted
that the rate pow at 8.5%
couled T hiked agoin ot
thie next mesting dn Supt
16, (AP

Anwarul Haq Kakar sworn in as
Pakistan's caretaker Prime Minister

ISLAMABAD, AUG 147/
Anwiarnl Haq Hakar, an
elhiribe Posltun beadur whi
I+ catzidered elose 1o the
pownrit| mllitary, was on
Mauday sworn Inm os
Pak btan's muclaker prine
minister 1o Nead & neitrad
palithenl str-a1p 00 in 1l
cash-stramped cou ity and
conduct the next ganaral
elactions., Presbdait Aril
Alvi ademinigtercd the gath
10 S2yinr-ald Enkar at
alingle eereomny keld at
the  President  Hause,
sitemrlicd By uityuing priss
mimizeey Shihibaz Sharil
and geveral tap leaders. He
bacame the M ipierim
prime minister of Palkistam
Kokar. air  ecthnic
Pushetun frumy the
Balughiistan proviness, Wik
unanimnusly chosen o
Interim promier o ey orhes!
ihe electlony s provided In
the Canstliwtion. He was
sereing s i senatar Lt
resdpmesd (rovm they post ofiey
his appolninae it as prioe
minlster.  The  seline
Jrecom e, @ fiesa- e Sonolor
also resigned fromn the
Bazlochirtan Awami Pairty

THAF), & Jry sef um iy 2000 |

and dowed closey 16 the
poweral uslablishmtend of
e comsminy:

After taking the wath,
hakar drove to the I'A)
Homse, the palatial eificial

Typhoon approaches
western Japan, threatening
to bring heavy rain and high
winds during holiday week |
TORYO, AUG 14/--74
powerful  1yphoon  was
appraaching Japars main
archipelage of Honghu un |
Wevmnlay, threatering wihin |
larpe areas of western fiml
genral Japan =iih heavy
rein and high winds, a=
many prapie [T
travelling for o Ruddhis
hetiday wook,

Tephoon [sm was |
paching winds af up o 13
kirh 078 maplir a3 bt hooaded
narthwest over the Pacilie
Ocean  woulh o Cogne
Shionnmkeaki i the contral
Japapese  prefocture  of
Wakayamn, aorarding to the
Japan Metemuologisol
Ageney, The 1yphoun i
expected 1o make landiall
on Tuesduy moroing. o
acrost the reglon and vesr
nast roward Hokkeido oo |
watar's Betwavh Japon and |
tho Rarean Pendnsuala, the
OMA sadd, The tephoon,
are'lving in the: ariddls al
ths Tinm Danald b=t Beliday
week, s oxpecied 10 allect
waany Japaes iravellinz to
visiy thelr Banllles and
ralatives, id (Fansporiation
atd event opelators in the
tephonn’s prosticted poth
hawe becided to sugpond
BV ees thronugh
Tuesdand Al

reatdlenee of prime i tor
mestled im the foothilis of the
Morgalla mou i, where
he was dniradneed v the
teew #tafl. The Linmedlste
tiak ol Hakar is to form a
el et Do it o o thie
cauniy

Adcnriding to kaslders,
ulkl Abkss Jilam, a2 former
wsreer diploman, 18 expseetid
to b appoinlid a- lageigh
ikmigeer He wasalsoaninng
1l yminmers for” the post of
e rie preminr: ok naw
fugea the davnting task of
holding free and fair
electiogs amd keeping the
fragilo erupcmy un An cven
Leel Meanwhile. former
premibor Sharil lett the P
IHouise anil was presenied o
Tarewell muad of hanoor by
treops o The  theee
sorvices of the couniry
Kakar's nanie wis agueed
vpan during the Heol dae of
e suliations between Prime
Bl lster Sharif aod the
Loy nf tho Cppasi inm in
the o lssolved Nufivnal
Agsamhly, Baja Rine Ahimad
o Satwrday,  Senale
Chairrian S0dlq Sanjaram
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